


Opioid Addiction 
Opioids fall into the class of drugs that  include heroine and other pain relievers such as:
· Oxycodone
· Hydrocodone
· Codeine
· Morphine
· Fentanyl
Opioids are chemically related and they interact with receptors in the nerve cells in the brain to produce pleasurable feeling as well as relieve pain. 
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Signs of Opioid Addiction 
· Slow, shallow breathing
· Extreme sleepiness
· Inability to talk
· Blue skin color and dark-colored lips
· Snoring or gurgling sounds
Treatment
· Medication such as methadone can be helpful mitigate the symptoms.
· Pairing medication with support programs.
· In most cases, Opioids are prescribed for pain treatment. 
· When uses for a long time, pain-relieving effects tend to lessen and pain becomes worse. 
· Opioid addiction is associated with withdrawal symptoms. This makes it hard for those who have developed dependence on these drugs to stop using them. 
· Taking more medication than what has been prescribed by doctors can lead to death. 
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